Caesar’s Cipher

Many military leaders through the years have used codes and ciphers to keep their messages from being read by enemies. Julius Caesar used one in which each letter was replaced by the letter that comes 3 after it in the alphabet. Because he’s the first person known to have used such a cipher, in cryptography (the study of codes and ciphers) any such cipher, whether it uses a shift of 3 or some other number, is called a Caesar Cipher.

Below are four expressions written using Caesar’s original cipher. See if you can figure out what they say. Then pick the correct explanation of the statement from the choices at the bottom and write its letter in the blank.


     __ 1.  W K H    L G H V    R I    P D U F K


        _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _    _ _ _ _ _

     __ 2.  L   F D P H,   L   V D Z,   L   F R Q T X H U H G.
  
      
       _  _ _ _ _,  _   _ _ _,   _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
     __ 3.  W K H    G L H    L V    F D V W.

        _ _ _    _ _ _    _ _    _ _ _ _
     __ 4.  H W    W X,    E U X W H !


       _ _     _ _     _ _ _ _ _

         A.  Caesar’s famous victory message

 B.  Caesar’s last words

         C.  Date of Caesar’s death

         D.  Caesar’s words as he crossed the Rubicon river--- 

a decision that allowed no going back
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Solution to Caesar’s Cipher

     C    1.  THE IDES OF MARCH
     A    2.  I CAME, I SAW, I CONQUERED.
     D    3.  THE DIE IS CAST.
  
     B    4.  ET TU, BRUTE!  (Translation: And you, Brutus!)
























